
Cleo’s Peppermint Syrup  

from Candy Canes 

Got extra candy canes? Then you can make this excellent pink 

peppermint syrup. It’s delicious drizzled over ice cream, 

cookies, and cupcakes; stirred into hot cocoa and tea; and 

splashed into Christmas cocktails. Or use it the way my 

amateur sleuth (coffeehouse manager Clare Cosi) does— 

to make delicious Candy Cane Lattes and Cappuccinos. 

However you serve it, may it make your holidays all the 

merrier! ~ Cleo Coyle, author of The Coffeehouse Mysteries 

                                     

Ingredients: 

 

1 cup water 

1 ½ cups granulated sugar 

8 large candy canes, broken up 

 

Directions: Pour the water and sugar into a large saucepan. 

Stir over medium heat until the sugar has dissolved. Add the candy cane 

pieces to the mix and continue stirring and heating. 

When the candy canes begin to melt, the mix will turn 

a milky pink. Keep cooking and stirring until the 

mixture comes to a boil. Boil and continue stirring for 

3–4 minutes, until the mixture begins to thicken up. 

Test it by coating the back of a spoon (as shown in 

my photos). Remove from heat. Allow the syrup to 

cool in the pan before transferring to a storage jar or 

plastic bottle. To speed up the cooling process, I pop 

my plastic squeeze bottle into an ice water bath (or 

the freezer). Unused syrup should be stored in the 

refrigerator. When chilled, this peppermint syrup will thicken up quite a bit. To 

re-use, simply put the squeeze bottle or jar of syrup into a warm water bath or 

microwave for ten seconds, and… 

                                                                               

Drink with joy! ~ Cleo Coyle 

 

Cleo’s Coffeehouse Mysteries  

are bestselling culinary mysteries,  

set in a landmark Greenwich Village 

coffeehouse. Each includes the added 

bonus of recipes. To learn more, visit 

Cleo’s online coffeehouse at 

www.CoffeehouseMystery.com 

And her recipe blog at 

www.CleoCoyleRecipes.com   
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